White Coat Ceremony
The White Coat Ceremony was designed by The Arnold P. Gold Foundation (APGF) as a
way to welcome new students into the medical profession and to set clear expectations regarding their primary role as physicians by professing an oath. Today, the Ceremony emphasizes the importance of compassion-ate care as well as scientific proficiency.

Hampton University
School of Nursing

The first White Coat Ceremony took place in 1993 at the Columbia University College of
Physicians & Surgeons. Grants from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation in 1996 and
1997 made widespread advocacy of the White Coat Ceremony possible.
Currently, a White Coat Ceremony or similar rite of passage takes place at 97% of AAMC
-accredited schools of medicine in the United States and Canada, as well as at osteopathic schools of medicine and at schools in 13 other countries. At the ceremony, students are welcomed by their deans, the president of the hospital, or other respected
leaders who represent the value system of the school and the profession. The cloaking
with the white coat—the mantle of the medical profession—is a hands-on experience
that underscores the bonding process. It is personally placed on each student’s shoulders by individuals who believe in the students’ ability to carry on the noble tradition
of doctoring. It is a personally delivered gift of faith, confidence and compassion.
To capitalize on the success of this widely hailed program and its positive impact on
compassionate patient care, The Arnold P. Gold Foundation and AACN are supporting
expanding the White Coat Ceremony to nursing.

In 2014 the APGF partnered with the American Association of Colleges of Nursing
(AACN) to provide support for piloting of the White Coat Ceremony at 100 nursing
schools. Following the pilot program, The Arnold P. Gold Foundation and AACN are
planning 2015 to be the inaugural year for the nationwide rollout of the White Coat
Ceremony to a larger number of nursing institutions. The specially designed pin will
serve as a visual reminder of the students’ oath and commitment to provide compassionate and high quality care.
The American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) is the national voice for university and four-year college education programs in nursing. Representing more than
750 member schools of nursing at public and private institutions nationwide, AACN's
educational, research, governmental advocacy, data collection, publications, and other
programs work to establish quality standards for bachelor's- and graduate-degree
nursing education, assist deans and directors to implement those standards, influence
the nursing profession to improve health care, and promote public support of baccalaureate and graduate nursing education, research, and practice.

The Arnold P. Gold Foundation (APGF) and the
American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN)

Wednesday, September 6, 2017 @ 3:30 p.m.
Student Center Ballroom
Hampton University

Oath

Program

As a Nurse dedicated to providing the highest quality care and
services, I solemnly pledge that I will:

Presiding



Consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering my
primary concerns;



Act in a compassionate and trustworthy manner in all aspects of my care;



Apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of my ability to assure optimal outcomes for my patients;

Assistant Professor, Department of Undergraduate Nursing



Exercise sound professional judgment while abiding by legal and ethical
requirements;

Introduction of the Speaker



Accept the lifelong obligation to improve my professional knowledge and
competence;

Keynote Speaker



Promote, advocate for, and strive to protect the health, safety, and rights
of the patient.

Nurse Practitioner, Founder Health Illuminating Services
Hampton University School of Nursing Alumna

Assistant Professor, Department of Graduate Nursing
Welcome

Assistant Professor, Department of Undergraduate Nursing

With this pledge, I accept the duties and responsibilities that embody the nursing profession.
I

take

this

oath

voluntarily

with

the

full

realization

of

Cloaking of White Coats & Presentation of Pins

the

Honorees
ADDAI, LINDA*
ARNOLD, ADRIENNE*
BALOGUN-AGBAJE, FATIMAH*
CARDENAS-RUIZ, HAYDEE
CROSBY, MIKAL
EILAND, JANELLE
FINLEY, JUSTIN*
FINLEY, LEAH
FORD, JZCOLE
GALLOP, FAWN*
GILBERT, CHIMENE*
GREENE, ALIYYAH
GUERRERO, NICOLE*
HARDY, PATRA
HARMON, PAIGE*

HARRIS, BRANDI
HYDRICK, BRIA
JENKINS, CRYSTAL*
JEMMOTT, JOLIE
JOHNSON-SYDNOR, LESHAWN
LOVE, LANESHA
LOVE, TIFFANY
MANUS, JAMIE*
MILES, CHANTEL*
NJEBA, FESTUS*
OFUSU, CHRISTIANA*
SHELLEY, ALICIA*
TAYLOR, DIAMONIQUE
TORRES, WHITNEY*

Foundations of Nursing Instructors
Recitation of Oath
Assistant Professor, Student Nurses Association Faculty Advisor
Remarks
Dean, School of Nursing

Reception for students and invited guests
College of Virginia Beach Campus (*)

